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Without ceasing to develop the various regions according to their particular raw-material facilities, Soviet policy rendered that development less one-sided. Uzbekistan did not become a region of heavy industry in the usual sense of the word,1 but, apart from growing 60 per cent, of the Union's cotton, it also became one, though not the most important, region for manufacturing cotton and for producing the machinery needed for cotton-growing. The old industrial areas also became less onesided than they have been before : in the Second Five Year Plan only 44. per cent, of the total investments in the heavy iron industries, and 39 per cent, of those in coal-mining, were assigned to the Ukraine, which then produced 55-7 per cent, of the Union's cast iron and 48 per cent, of its coal. Transcaucasia, then producing 64 per cent, of the Union's oil, received only 32-6 per cent, of the new investment in oil production, the remainder being distributed among territories formerly without heavy industries. The tendency to what was later called " complex economics 55 2 was as old as the Five Year Plans ;3 in fact, it formed an essential element in the desire to make the U.S.S.R. secure against all the contingencies of the expected war. But whatever the reasons for this course of hidustrialisation3 and however restricted the influence that may be attributed to theoretical considerations of Bolshevist nationalities policy as such, there can be no doubt that the result corresponded, in a very high degree, to those theoretical and political demands.
The total number of workers and salaried employees in the big industries in 1933 amounted in the U.S.S.R. as a whole to 190 per cent, of the 1929 standard, in Transcaucasia and the Ukraine (both republics with heavy industries of long standing) to 172 and 192 per cent, respectively. But in Byelorussia it was 246, in Bashkiria 212-6, in Tatary 247-5, m tlie Crimea 290-7, in Uzbekistan 265-1, Turkmenistan 344-2, Kirghizia 295-5* and Kazakhistan 401-1 per cent.4 The enormous percentage increase in the second group of republics, indeed, represented a very modest rise in absolute numbers ; only Byelorussia had an absolute total of more than 100,000 workers and employees. It is also true that, in view of the former backwardness of the Eastern nationalities, even so modest a number of workers in
1 Although the share of the heavy industries in the Soviet definition, as including the production of all implements of production, e.g., that of electricity* rose from 2-15 to 8-4, per cent, of ihe total investments, Moor, op. tit.
2 See below, p. 396.                           3 Slavin-Khodyayev, op. rit.9 pp. 185 ff. *Ibid.3 pp. 173 if.